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We are Yorkshire’s leading brain tumour 
charity, providing funds for brain tumour 

research and patient support.

Find 
out more 

about Sean’s 

research work 

and the lab.
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Andrea’s Gift and others are working together. See page 6 for more.

brain tumour research and support



Editorial
Hi there... my name is Greig Robertson and I am delighted to tell you that I am the new Editor of 
the Brain Tumour Research and Support Newsletter.  

I aim to make this newsletter as informative and heartwarming as possible and welcome any 
contributions you would like to make.  Please send any information you would like to see in 
the next issue to me at andreasgift@btconnect.com.  Also if 
you have any suggestions for new articles, just let me know.

Keep up to date with charity news by visiting our web site at 
www.andreasgift.org.uk and help us to continue to build on 
our solid foundation.

If you can help in any way such as organising a dress 
down day, coffee morning, join our sponsored Big Bike 
Ride, Yorkshire Three Peaks trek or run in one of the many 
organised events there are over the summer months, let us 
know and we will help you get organised!

Looking forward to hearing from you soon!

Greig

We are Yorkshire’s leading brain tumour 
charity, providing funds for brain tumour 

research and patient support.

About us...
Why the charity was founded eight years ago.

Andrea’s Gift was founded in 2003 in memory of Andrea Key, who was 42 and died from 
an aggressive brain tumour seven months after diagnosis.  Andrea left behind a gift to the 
world, which was the courage with which she fought her terrible disease, and the conviction 
she gave to her friends and family – a conviction that in future more could be done to fight 
this disease through research and patient support. 
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Greig Robertson sporting the new
Andrea’s Gift Cycle Shirt



Launch of the Brain 
Tumour Research Lab
in Leeds!
On 11th February 2011 the brain tumour research lab was 
opened at the University of Leeds marking an unforgettable day 
for two Yorkshire charities, Andrea’s Gift and children’s cancer 
charity, Candlelighters.

The charities had agreed 
in 2007 to fund a research 
lab which had been a long 
term vision for Andrea’s 
Gift, ever since the charity 
was founded.  The initial 
agreement was to co-fund 
the lab for a minimum of five 
years at a cost of £750,000.

To mark this memorable occasion, 
Andrea’s Gift President, Lady 
Kathy Botham and Candlelighters 
Patron, Lady Emma Ingilby joined 
150 guests at the launch at the 
Crowne Plaza in Leeds.  

A number of speakers also 
shared their experiences of brain 
tumours and what the Lab meant 
to them. These included Professor 
Cliff Bailey, Lady Ingilby, Lady 
Botham and Neuro-surgeon Paul 
Chumas.  Roger Stocker spoke on 
behalf of parents of children with 
brain tumours, James Bate told 
his fundraising story, in memory 
of his wife Samantha and patient 
Ian Meek described life and 
fundraising with a brain tumour. 
The launch received fantastic 
publicity and coverage from BBC 
Look North and Radio Leeds, the 
Telegraph and Argus, Yorkshire 
Evening Post and Yorkshire Post 
all covering the event.

Research in Leeds
Dr Sean Lawler is focussing on a 
new challenge for 2011, he has 
returned to his hometown Leeds 
from Ohio in the United States 
to lead a neuro-oncology group 
at the University of Leeds – The 
Translational Neuro-oncology 
Group at Leeds Institute of 
Molecular Medicine (LIMM).

Sean’s vision is to build a 
research group dedicated to 
identifying novel approaches 
that will improve the outcome 
for patients with brain tumours, 
including the most aggressive and 
difficult to treat of brain tumours, 

glioblastoma.  Brain tumours 
affect both adults and children; in 
fact, paediatric brain tumours are 
now the leading cause of cancer 
mortality in children, and the new 
research group will be looking 
closely at this problem.

The lab is intended to be highly 
translational and will position 
itself between basic research 
discoveries and their applicability 
to patients. The scientific team 
will collect tissue from every 
(consenting) brain tumour patient 
who has surgery at Leeds 
General Infirmary.

[Continued overleaf ]
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To make a donation to support the lab, please go to
www.justgiving.com/braintumourresearchlab



Support Group
The Andrea’s Gift support group meets from 6.30 to 8.30 on the first Tuesday of each month. 

Our charity funds
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We currently have three 
funds within our charity: 
Isobel’s Gift set up in 
memory of four year old 
Isobel Crawshaw, Harry’s Star, 
in memory of ten month 
old Harry Marsden-Mellin, 
Daniel’s Gift, supporting 
Daniel Wilkinson’s favourite 
charity.  In addition, the 
family and friends of Caitlin 

Peaker have set up Caitlin’s 
Fund, supporting eight 
year old Caitlin Peaker and 
Andrea’s Gift.

Each fund creates a local  identity 
and helps supporters to own and 
develop a tribute site to someone 
affected by a brain tumour. These 
Funds help the charity to develop 
and give families affected by brain 
tumours something positive to 
focus upon.

An individual identity is created 
for each Fund - we will support 
you with help and advice, tee 
shirts, posters, leaflets, collecting 
tins together with a web page and 
a link to Justgiving so that families 
can raise donations traditionally 
or online. 

If you want to know more about 
the Funds, contact Carol or see 
www.andreasgift.org.uk/funds. 

The group meets at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Wellington 
Street, Leeds LS1 4DL, but please ring Carol on 01943 870770 
to confirm the meeting place as we sometimes change and 
will have supper in a local restaurant. This group welcomes 
brain tumour patients, families and carers into an informal 
environment where we chat, have a frothy coffee, cup of 
tea (or something stronger!)  Some meetings we are joined 
by health professionals, Dr Sean Lawler, neuro-oncology 
scientist, George Madine, our counsellor and other guests.  
Some meetings we just chat together.  

the team to select patients for 
appropriate therapies and to 
understand mechanisms of 
resistance to therapy, and ways to 
overcome that resistance.
Sean and his team will be working 
closely with other researchers 

The tissue will be analysed and 
cells will be grown and in time, 
projects will be developed that 
correlate how each patient 
responds to therapy. The ability 
to identify the detailed molecular 
alterations in tumours will allow 

and clinical trials specialists at 
the University of Leeds as well as 
local clinicians, including neuro-
oncologists, pathologists and 
neurosurgeons. The team will 
have access to state-of-the-art 
equipment at Leeds Institute of 
Molecular Medicine.

The ultimate aim will be to 
develop the group into one that is 
nationally and internationally
recognised as a leading centre 
for translational brain 
tumour research.

Sean will write an update for 
readers every issue.



Harry’s Star

Harry Marsden-
Mellin’s fund has 
reached £3,000 
with a sell out 
Ball planned in 
April, Harry’s mum Claire owns 
Chic Hair Studio in Skipton and 
has generated some brilliant 
donations, Claire received £500 
when she sold her story to Take a 
Break and Gemma Harlow did a 
sponsored swim in her PJs!
Brilliant work guys!

Isobel’s Gift

Isobel’s proud 
parents, mum 
Joanne and dad 
Darren started 
Isobel’s Gift in 
2010 supported by their family 
and friends and in less than 
12 months have raised almost 
£13,500 through events such as 
sponsored runs, bungee jumps, 
pub crawls and raffles.  They 
have had great support by the 
regulars and staff at the Swan Inn, 
Liversedge together  with family 
and friends in Whitby. 
Good luck with the fantastic 
fundraising work.

Current funds
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Caitlin’s Fund

Caitlin’s Fund has 
donated £12,000 
to Andrea’s Gift 
raised by hosting 
a fantastic ball, a 
family funday and Kate and Vicki 
Woodhead who organise the fund 
were mad enough to run four half 
marathons in three weeks! 
Well done everyone!

Daniel’s Gift

The Wilkinson 
family have 
worked hard to 
raise the profile 
of brain tumours 
and Andrea’s Gift since 17 year old 
Daniel was first diagnosed back 
in 2003.  The family have raised 
a staggering £18,280 so far with 
a coffee morning planned for 
March. Their energy knows 
no bounds!

Lottery Funding

We are very grateful to the 
BIG LOTTERY FUND who 
awarded a grant of £9,000 to 
Andrea’s Gift to be used to 
provide private counselling 
services for carers and 
families in Yorkshire who are 
affected by brain tumours.

This type of service can provide 
you with coping strategies to 
help the family through some 
traumatic times and also someone 
to listen who will be supportive, 
practical and not judgemental. 

All sessions are completely 
confidential and are arranged at 
a time you choose and take place 
in your own home or somewhere 
convenient to you.

If you feel that you or a family 
member would benefit from 
counselling, please contact Carol 
who will arrange the type of 
service that will benefit you 
the most.

Big Bike Ride
The Andrea’s Gift  Big Bike Ride 
takes place on Saturday 14th 
May 2011 and takes a route from 
Wetherby to Scarborough in what 
totals a gargantuan 63 miles! We 
need riders, so if you fancy it email 
Carol with your name and 
other details can be sorted 
out accordingly. Our 
advice is to train, don’t 
just turn up on the day 
with a mountain bike 
and a football shirt. It 

has been done before and has not 
ended successfully.

Andrea’s Gift Cycle Jerseys are 
available from our website for 
only £35 (see Greig modelling the 
new style on page 2!) so show 
your support whilst struggling 
towards the fabled seaside fish 
and chips!

There is transport home for riders 
and their bikes for £10 pp.  We 

then ask that you get as much 
sponsorship as you can. Hope 
to see you soon.  

Yorkshire Three 
Peaks
If you fancy a strenuous day 
walking in Yorkshire’s beautiful 
countryside, join us on Saturday 
2nd July 2011 for this challenge.  
We plan to meet at Pen-Y-Ghent 
car park, Horton in Ribblesdale 
at 0800 for an 0830 start.  The 
challenge is to walk the 24 mile 
route in under 12 hrs so you join 
the Three Peak Club!  All details 
will be confirmed nearer the time.



www.elliesfund.com

Provide practical assistance to families of 
children with brain tumours and other 
cancers. Raise awareness about brain 
tumours and support established brain 
tumour research projects.
Heather Othick - 01723 351456

www.levisstar.co.uk

Support children with brain tumours.  
Raise awareness about the symptoms 
of brain tumours, a truly devastating 
disease and support established
research projects.
Vicky Ringer - 07971 932610

www.thepprfoundation.com

Are committed to raise £1 million by 
2015 to fund brain tumour research.  
They will support various research 
projects aimed at possible causes, cures, 
treatments or effects thereof.
Pamela Roberts - 01423 873412

Working together to 
cure brain tumours
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Andrea’s Gift is proud to be a 
member charity of Brain Tumour 
Research - an umbrella charity 
made up of 18 brain tumour 
charities across the UK.  
Established in 2008, Brain 
Tumour Research was launched 
specifically to raise substantial 
funds for brain tumour research 
and operates as a separate entity 
to the member charities.

Originally set up in 2004 as an 
informal partnership of a number 
of UK brain tumour charities 
under the banner of the United 
Brain Tumour Campaign of which 
Andrea’s Gift was one.  These 
charities committed themselves 
to working together to achieve 
a common goal, namely to 
raise funds for research into the 
prevention and treatment of brain 
tumours, as well as ultimately 
finding a cure. 

Each member was galvanised 
into action as a result of personal 
involvement with brain tumours, 
having realised that there was 
relatively little being done to 
support brain tumour patients 

or carers, or towards funding 
research into finding a cure.

Funds raised will be allocated 
to existing UK centres where 
brain tumour research is already 
being carried out.  Funds will be 
granted following an invitation for 
applications and will be subject to 
peer review. 

Working together: On Thursday 
14th October 2010 the All Party 
Parliamentary Group (APPG) for 
brain tumours met in the House of 
Commons to launch ‘A Manifesto 
for Everyone Affected by a Brain 
Tumour’.

The cross-party, cross-charity 
initiative was organised by 
Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour 
Trust, Brain Tumour UK, Brain 
Tumour Research and the 
International Brain Tumour 
Alliance. 

It was attended by over 150 MPs, 
medical professionals, researchers, 
patients, supporters, and 
representatives of other charities.

Our mission is to...
- raise at least £7 
 million per annum.
- accelerate progress 
 significantly in brain 
 tumour research in the 
 UK in order to make a 
 clinical difference.
- improve the 
 outcomes for brain 
 tumour patients 

The Manifesto calls upon 
the Government to work in 
partnership with the UK’s brain 
tumour charities to:

1.  Ensure early diagnosis and 
 treatment for everyone 
 affected by a brain tumour.
2. Implement the best practice 
 guidance for treating people 
 with brain and CNS tumours.
3.  Significantly increase 
 Government investment in 
 brain tumour research.

Working together locally
There are now four brain tumour charities in Yorkshire; Andrea’s Gift, Levi’s Star, The PPR Foundation and 
Ellie’s Fund who are all working together to support patients and fund research.
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41 year old brain tumour patient 
Ian Meek certainly does not look 
for the easy life!  In 2010 just after 
learning the tumour he had lived 
with for 15 years had become 
malignant, he decided to walk the 
national three peaks.   He initiated 
and organised a truly inspirational 
event that became known as 
Meek’s Three Peeks (below).

Together with 70 family, friends 

Celeb Support!
Yorkshire actor 
Reece Dinsdale is 
the latest celebrity 
to support Brain 
Tumour Research 
& Support and has 
joined the growing 
group of high 

profile supporters of Andrea’s Gift, 
and spoke  out when  the lab
was launched.  

Reece said “I am delighted to 
back such a project, it is appalling 
to learn that the prognosis for 
people affected by the most 
aggressive of brain tumours is no 
better than it was 45 years ago, 
the only way to change these 
statistics is to invest in research. 
There are only a handful of 
research centres in the county, it is 
brilliant that one is finally
in Leeds”.

Golf Day
This year we have chosen Sand 
Moor Golf Club for the annual golf 
day on Thursday 22nd September 
2011.  The price remains at 
£500.00 per team and the day 
commences from 1130 with 
bacon sandwiches and coffee 
and a chance to practice at Sand 
Moor’s beautiful course. 

A shotgun start at 1300 followed 
by drinks in the bar and a three 
course dinner and prize giving.  As 
always, the day is expertly run by 
Mike Marshall and the event aims 
to conclude around 2030. Contact 
Carol if you wish to enter a team 
or need more information.

Events to watch 
out for
March
Wilkinson’s Big Coffee Morning in 
Silsden, Saturday 19th March.

April
Harry’s Star Ball, Friday 15th April.

June
Bibby’s Golf Day, Hollins Hall £50 
pp includes bacon sandwiches 
and three course dinner on Friday 
3rd June.

July
Annual Five a Side Football 
Tournament at Goals Bradford.

October
Dinner Dance and Walk around 
the World for Brain Tumours 10km 
or 10 mile walk in Leeds.

and supporters the team set off 
and completed the event in June, 
raising over £55,000 for brain 
tumour research in Leeds.
Not satisfied with that, Ian was 
soon planning an event for 2011 
- he (and 49 family and friends)  
would cycle 200 miles in 24 hours 
from Bristol brain tumour charity 
Hammer Out, who give support to 
Ian’s parents, and Andrea’s Gift
in Bradford.  

The cyclists will set off on 30th 
April 2011 For more information 
and to donate to support the 
team, visit meeks200miles.org.uk 

Brain Tumour 
Awareness 
Month
Wear a hat - Please organise 
a Wear A Hat day and raise 
desperately needed funds for 
brain tumour research. Quite 
simply all this entails is you and 
your colleagues and friends 
wearing a hat of your choice into 
work or school on Friday March 
25th and donating a pound 
(or more!) to go towards brain 
tumour research.

If you can help and would like 
posters and more information, 
please contact Carol for more info.



Can you help?
Could you help to develop Andrea’s Gift and Brain Tumour Research 
and Support across the county? 
You can do this is many different ways:

Tax Free Giving with Gift Aid!
Increase the value of your donation by more than 25% and it won’t cost 
you a penny!

As long as you are a UK taxpayer Andrea’s Gift can claim back at least 
25p for every £1 you give, at no extra cost to you.  All you need to do is 
complete this form and return it to Andrea’s Gift.  Thank you.

First name: _____________________________________________________________

Surname: ______________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ Postcode _____________________

Amount donated £ _____ . _____

I want all donations I have made since 6 April 2000 and all donations in the future to 
be Gift Aid until I notify you otherwise.

Signed _____________________________ Date _____ / _____ / _____

- Organise a fundraising event, 
 such as a coffee morning or a 
 car boot sale.
- Take part in a sponsored event, 
 such as our Yorkshire 3 Peaks 
 event on Saturday 2nd July 
 2011, one of the Jane 
 Tomlinson 10k runs or join our 
 annual bike ride or walks.
- Make a one off or monthly 

 donation via Justgiving at 
 justgiving.com/andreasgift, or 
 set up a  standing order at your 
 bank, or send a cheque made 
 payable to Andrea’s Gift.
- Make us your ‘Charity of the 
 Year’, this is an excellent way 
 for organisations to offer 
 valuable support throughout 
 the year.

- Take part in our Wear a Hat 
 campaign in March - 2011.
- Sell cards and calendars
 at Christmas.

For more information, contact 
Carol on 01943 870770 or email 
andreasgift@btconnect.com

To qualify for Gift Aid, the amount 
that you pay in income tax or 
capital gains tax must at least 
equal the amount we will claim in 
the tax year.

Please make cheques payable to: 
Andrea’s Gift

Mail to:
Howard House, Wagon Lane
Bingley, BD16 1WA

Registered Charity Number 1095931
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Contact:
Andrea’s Gift
c/o Howard House, Wagon Lane, Bingley, BD16 1WA
Tel: 01943 870 770 | Mob: 0791 888 2816

Web: www.andreasgift.org.uk
Email: andreasgift@btconnect.com

Reg. Charity No. 1095931


